Report on the papers published in DE COMPUTIS 148

REPORT ON THE PAPERS PUBLISHED IN DE COMPUTIS
(NOS. 1, DECEMBER 2004 — 11, DECEMBER 2009)

With this issue De Computis begins its sxth year of life. This fact provides a good
occasion to teke stock of the published papers during the period and their dissemination
coverage.

De Computis is the journd edited by the Commisson of Accounting History of AECA
(Spanish Accounting and Management Association). It is kindly sponsored by UNESA, that
is, the organization of the Spanish eectrical corporations, chaired by Pedro Rivero. The
journd was launched in December 2004 as the first globa ontline journd dedicated to the
history of accounting. Inspired by a srong globa vocation De Computis has published from
the beginning papers not only in Spanish but dso in other principad world languages. In
addition, dl papers, goart from the Spanish title and abdtract, are provided with English ones.
The access to the issues is completely free and the printing and download of their contents is
endbled with full essness and smplicity. This can explan the rdaively high number of
vidts. Anyway, mos vidts surely will be only for browsng.

This is one of the advantages of an dectronic journa, an advantage that on-line
journals make posshble thanks to its lower cost in reation to hard journds. Other main
advantage of this lower cogt of eectronic journds is the possbility to publish long papers
with a lot of quotations and footnotes, living up to the erudite tradition and to the critica
gpparatus normaly used in our old European academic heritage, a practice that nowadays is
hardly feasible for hard journds. Thanks to the modern technology ortline journds have dso
ancther important advantage: the possbility to insart colour illugtrations, links to videos and
web pages, and o on, dmogt without limitations. De Computis makes abundant use of these
possbilities.

Of course, dectronic journals have dso disadvantages. The most important of them is
perhaps that in comparison to the ) ' ' '

paper versons the onrline ones — EASLE ld— SUBMITTED AND PUEBLISHED PAPERS -
. umber of submitted papers
do . eem gl” to us somewhat Mumber of directly rejected pap ers without anonymous review &
MNumber of papers rejected in the first review 4
ishable, fli and even not
Very earnest. So the authors do Mumber of accepted papers a9
not fed so much fulfilled when MNumber of accepted papers in the first review 8
they see their work on the screen ijem in tﬁe Sﬁ_czﬂd review fi
- - - e in the third review
as when their prOdUCt IS _prl nted Tdem in the fourth review 1
on paper and bound in the Mumber of accepted papers at the fifth review 1

traditiona form.
Be that as it nay, the fact is De Computis has every day more vistors and is known in
more countries. As we shdl later see, on 31 December 2009 the journal had received in tota
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34.619 vidts from its beginning. The vidtors came from 53

different identified countries apart

from some countries that the visitors counter was not able to trace.

TABLE 2 - PAPERS PUBLISHED: BREAEDOWIN BY LANGUAGES
Izsue Mo, Spatish English Tralian Gertan French
Dec. 2004 2 1
June 2005: 1
Dec. 2005: 1 1
June 2006:
Dec. 2006:
Tune 2007
Dec, 2007:
June 2008:
Dec. 2009:
June 2003 10
Dec. 2005:11
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59
100 %

bass of works presented at congresses or the knowledge of
the researches that they are carrying out. The mgority of
the published papers are accepted after the second review,
that is to say, after the authors have taken into consderation
the observations made by the two anonymous reviewers.

Table 2 shows the breskdown of the papers by
languages and issues. Two thirds of them were published in
Spanish, a fifth in English, and eght percent in Itdian.
German and French papers were dso present but in lower
number.

Table 3 contans the lig of reviewers who have
reviewed the papers received up to now. Most of them are
Spaniards, dthough some foreign reviewers have dso
participated in this task.

In Table 4 is shown the nationdity of the authors of
the published papers. To make this table has been counted
separatedly the authors of each paper, classfying them by

TABLE 4 - AUTHORS COUNTREY
Argentina 1 1,1%
Canada 3 3.3%
Colombia 1 1,1%
France 1 1.1%
Germany 3 3,3%
Ttaly 3 3,9 %
Eomania 1 1,1%
Turkey 7 7.8 %
Spain 63 70,0 %
United Eingdom 2 2,3 %
Tatal 90| 100,0%
Authors” average for paper 1,52

in the writing of papers shows arather low figure.

As shown in Table 1, in
the deven issues appeared up to
now 59 papers have been
published. From the 69 papers
submitted, only ten papers have
been reected. That is a rather
low percentage, whose cause
may be explained by the fact that
most papers are requested by the
journal to the authors on the

Table 3 - REVIEWERS LIST

IManuel Benavente Rodrigues
Mercedes Calvo Cruz

Maria Dolores Capels Bernal
Salvador Carmoena Moreno
Candelaria CastroPérez
Miguel Angel Cillanueva de Gracia
Rafael Donoso Anes

Esthei Fidalge Cervifio
Richard Fleischman

José Maria Gonzalez, Ferrando
Fernande Gutiérrez Hidalgo
Isidoro Guzman Raja

Tuan Lanerc Fendndez,

Carlos Larrinaga Gonzalez
Yannick Lemarchand

Josts Damian Lépez Manijén
Francisco Mavordomo Garcia-Chicote
Eafael Moreno Fernandez
Josep M. Passola Palmada
Begofia Prieto Moreno

Dolores Eivere Fornandes,
Jorge Tua Pereda

Susana Villaluenga de Gracia
Stefano Zambdn

Luca Zan
nationalities. Afterwards dl
thexe items have been added
independently whether the

authors had authored more than
one paper. In total the 59 papers
were produced by 90 authors
from 10 different countries.
Patly as a result of the journd’s
papers request  policy, the
cooperation ratio among authors
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Table 5 offers a break-

TABLE 5 - SUBJECT MATTERS DEALT .
History of accounting of monastic and ecclesiastical institutions in dO\Nn Of the papas by S.ij ect-
gencral S S — 12| 203%| maters. Sixteen subject-matters
tate of accounting history in diverse countries (spain, Argentina, .
Colombia, China and Romania) 8| 135%| have been conddered. The most
History of accounting of the public and municipal sector 3 13,5 % dedlt S,lbj&t has been the h|$0ry
History of bank accounting (public and private sector) 7 11,9 % . . .
History of cost accounting (public and private sector) & 10,2 % Of &daal(:d accountl ng, f0|'
History of seignorial household accounting 3 5,1% |0\Nw by a mlxaj gI’OUp Of
History of transport services accounting 3 5,1% . .
Early double-entry booklkeeping 2 34 % SUd|6 on the date Of accountl ng
H?storlcal relationships betwegn accounting and mathematics 2 34% h| sory in dlffe-a]t countries ex
History of slave trade accounting 2 3.4 % . N A
History of hospital accounting 1 1,7% aequo Wi th rmm& Into h| S
H%story of the Navy accounti.ng _ 1 1,7% tory Of the publ | C sector ac-
History of accounting for universities 1 1,7% . R ) L.
History of accounting regulation 1 1,7% count rg |ndUd|rg tm munICIpd
Traditional accounting history versus new accounting history 1 1,7% institutions. The h| dories Of ba-lk
General state of the art 1 1,7 % K
Total 53] 1000%] accounting and of cost ac-
counting were dso favourite
subjects.

On its pat, table 6 shows the papers grouped into general sectors: Public sector,
private sector and another important sector for our purpose that includes the indtitutions of the

TABLE 6 —SUBIECT MATIERS BY SECTORS Catholic Church, that is, mon
Publhc sector 14 30,5 % 1 H H
e T aeqa|  oSteries, dioceses, parishes, eic.
Dapere witheut specific sectos [ 237% The three sectors show a rather
Ecclesinstical ssctar 12 20,4 % . i
Tota] = bdanced podtion, dthough with

a clear authors predilection for
the public sector. The history of the Spanish public sector accounting is quite important
because of the noveties its preserts, as the early introduction of double entry to keep the
centrd accounts of the Treasury in 1592 or other amilar events. Also the ecclesiastical sector
shows singular importance in Spain, not only because the Church had important domains but
aso because the influence that

O TTCET TARLET-FRET CENTURY DEALT 5 the detalled and accurate way to
B E = LRI i =f; 1]

T4% century . 5| =aw| Keep the records and accounts of
Lo cntiyy 2 :4%| jts goods could have on the
1 &% pentury 6] 102% . e

L7 centimy 6] 102% indtitutions of other sectors and
1E® century 12| Zhd% i i

T hui e especidly on those of the public
2 century | 163% sector.

21 cerrury 1 L7 %

Tirnele se pepers 4 £.7 % The t_)reakdown_ of papers
Total % | no% | by centuries is offered in Table 7.

As can be seen, the myority of
papers have been devoted to the New Regime -s0 is caled in Spain the Bourbons period-,
that is, from the 18" century. However, older centuries are aso well represented. From its
foundation the Commisson of Accounting History of AECA has dways indsted in the

DE COMPUTIS Revista Esparfiola de Historia de la Contabilidad
Spanish Journal of Accounting History

No. 11 Diciembre 2009



Report on the papers published in DE COMPUTIS 151

convenience to research into the events of this epoch, because at the beginning of the interest
in accounting higory in Spain the dudies concentrated on the time of early double entry

S ——— bookkeeping. The research peri-
Urchive sowces IABLE S VoRL iR ES 44 T %y OdS ha/e gOt now a Sdutay dl'
C'rhl.'rir ERUIGES ua gu vergfication
Tata ) % ) .

Anyway, archive research

has continued to maintain the preference of researchers. As can been seen in Table 8, papers
based on archive sources make

[
L=l B

up 75 % of al papers published TAELE § - WISIE 10 0 COMPUTE
in De Compultis. JBARE Toal wisits | A wisits over
. EEWLGEE FEar
As mentioned befOI’e, De 2004 [firat 13ame wag publiahed on December 14) 116 114
Computis has received 34.619 2 s 2=
vigts in its five yeas lifdime [Zi7 15407 E 170
Table 9 shows the evolution of |22 Pt LA
FiliE] HELD 16329

the vists number per year. It is

worth to remark that every year the number of vists has increased and tha the increase of

12000

GEAPHIC 1 - YEARLY INCEEASE OF THE VISTTS
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each year is bigger than the one
produced in the previous year.

The curve of the yearly
increase in the number of vidts
can be obsarved in Graphic 1.
The curve shows a rather regular
course as the tendency line
confirms, a tendency line that is
very rdligble asits R shows.

As adso pointed out in a

previous page, the vidtors to De
Computis are from 53 different
identified countries. Table 10 on
the following page shows the firg fifteen countries in number of vigts with the percentage of
the vigts from each country. In principle the countries are arranged according to the number
of vigts However in a couple of cases this arrangement is not completdy drict. This occurs
when the vidts percentage of a country has surpassed the one of the preceding country or
countries in the order exising a the beginning of the year. Logicdly, the biggest group of
countries incdluded among the firg fifteen vidtors countries is the one made up by the
Spanish spesking countries, that is, Spain and Spanish-American countries. However they are
not done. In tota only eght of them are induded in the group, led by Spain. The remaning
seven ae nonSpanishrspesking countries and they are certainly not the last ones. Italy,
Portugd and the United States occupy the third, fourth and fifth place respectively; Turkey
the eght, Brazil the deventh, Germany the twdth and the United Kingdom the thirteenth
places.

|—0—;’_‘a wigits ovet previous year Liteal (A wisits over previous yeat) |
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Ancther remarkable fact shown by the datistics of the number of vists by countries is
the increesing globdization process that De

T*B'Eﬁéi,a}?’ﬁﬁﬁ*ﬂﬁ&iﬁF“E Computis undergoes. In effect, in November 2008
— w— the vidts to the journd pad by Spanish vigtors
o COCOMA 2 Teached 6951 % of the tota. Thirteen months
11 maL =4 later, that is on December 31, 2009, they have
B PORTUGAL +57%  decreased up to 57.97 %, id est, more than deven
N LWITED STATES 4% points. This is a very satisfactory fact because it
:: ::ﬂ;ﬁ ifm shows the increasing penetration levd of De
g Fﬁ Computis_into foreign_ acc_:oun_ting _histo_ry crdes
e v and runs in padld with its incduson in severd
S ARGENTRA 12w international  journa indexes and databases, such
= ALEMANA orx as RePec (Research Papers in Economic), hosted
o Biration os=% py the Swedish Business School a Orebro
—ivra "®* University, OAlster, founded by the University of
e 2w Michigan, and Latindex, maintained by the Uni-

verddad Naciond Auténoma de México. Now-
adays De Computis is aranging its incluson in the SSCI (Socid Sciences Citation Index) de
la Thomson Reuters.
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