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12™ WORL D CONGRESS OF ACCOUNTING HISTORIANS.

PROCEEDINGS AND EVALUATION OF THE RESUL TSOF THE CONGRESS

Prof. Dr. Oktay Guvemli

Congress Convenor

On the website of the 12" World Congress of Accounting Historians, before starting to

Prof. Dr. Oktay Givemli

accept the paper submissons, it was announced
that papers could be submitted not only as full
papers, but aso as abdracts, with the condition of
trandtion of these abdracts to full papers in the
future. As a consequence of this announcement,
280 papers and abstracts were sent and 174 of
these papers were from foreign countries,
whereass the other 106 were from Turkey. In
consequence, 239 papers, of which 88 were from
Turkey, were accepted and the congress was held

with these papers. The purpose of accepting

abdracts dong with the full papers was to ¥

encourage and help the authors who had not
participated in any congresses, and countries
which were rdaivdy new in the fidd of
accounting hisory. The members of
scientific  committee corresponded  with the -..i:
authors for months during the process of i

the

ba?

|5

trangtion of the abdtracts to the full papers. Lt

This method wused by the

Scientific

Cepening Session of the Cemgross

1 We thank Prof. Dr. Oktay Givemli for his kind permission to reproduce the text of his “Congress Proceedings
and an Evaluation of the Results of the Congress’, published in Vol. 1 of the 3 volumes containing the papers
presented at the Congress, as well as some pictures contained in the 3" volume.
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Committee contributed to the increase not only in the number of the papers, but dso the
number of the participating countries. The distribution of the 239 papers discussed at the
congress is as follows. 88 of the accepted papers were from Turkey as host country, whereas
20 were from Romania. The United States and the United Kingdom, had 12 papers each.
There were 8 papers from Ity and 7 papers from Audrdia, Jgpan and French each. Six
papers were sent from Spain, and 5 papers were from Nigeria The numbers of papers sent
from the Czech Republic, Russa and Serbia were
a2l . B l 4 each. There were 3 papers from Canada, Iran,
: W%’ ) R Maaysia, Poland, Macedonia and Slovenia each.
CHA ST
; %

One or 2 papes were sent from Albania,
“ Argentina,  Audria,  Brazil, Bowsia and
Herzegovina, Bulgaria, China, Colombia, Crodtia,
. Egypt, Esonia, Finland, Greece, India, Ireland,
Jordan, Korea, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Libya,
Laiviay, Mexico, Mongolia, Netherlands, New
Zedand, Portugd, Saudi Arabia, South Africa
and Turkish Republic of Northern  Cyprus.
Begium, Cameroon, Denmak, El Sdvador,
Fastative Commitce of the Coagress Gambia, Germany, Sweden, Tgikisan, Tanzania
and Ukraine participated in the congress without papers. Consequently, the number of the
countries whose papers were accepted for presentation was 48, and the number of countries
that completed the registration process was 58. The delegates of Gambia and Cameroon as
countries that completed the regigtration process without papers could not participate in the
congress for different reasons. The delegates of Iran whose papers were accepted for
presentation could not participate in the congress. There were delegates of other countries
who could not participate in the congress adthough they completed the regidtration process.
The mogt important one among the cancdlations of participaion was dfter the tragic
eathquake in China. The deegaes of the other 55 countries participated in the congress.
Consequently, the congress was held with the participation of 573 delegates from 55 different
countries and 255 of these were from foreign countries, while the other 318 were from Turkey

The papers presented a the congress were grouped under 25 categories and the
sessions of the congress were organized in accordance with these categories.

This book of Congress Proceedings was prepared
with 200 papers. The number of 239 papers was decreased to
200 as a consequence of the reatively different importance
of the papers, the principle of decreasing the number of the
published papers of the authors who had more than one
paper, and the requests of some authors to not be published.

The papers published in Congress Proceedings were
grouped under 16 categories. The number of the groups was

decreased to 16 from 25 since some papers were not

Haany :;ﬁm‘;ﬁggfzﬂmgx included in the book, and some former categories were
of the University of Las Palmus, Spain, merged. In consequence, the number of the categories
reached 17 after adding the specia category of three papers

Award-giving ceremony of the Margit F. and
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presented at the opening session.

It is possible to reach following conclusions when one evauates the results of the 12"
World Congress of Accounting Historians in terms of papers and participation:

This congress was the first Congress of Accounting Higtory to be hdd in the Middle
East and Bakans.

The geogrephica dtuation of Turkey and the high number of the neighboring
countries of Turkey contributed to the increase in the number of participating countries.

The way of accepting abdracts dong with the full papers and the endeavors of the
members of the scientific committee, who corresponded with the authors of the absiracts and
papers in order to make the abstracts and papers acceptable, was another important factor that
provided for an increase in the number of the papers.

A smilar gpproach to the papers from Turkey also contributed to the increase in the
number of the papers sent from Turkey.

Most of the authors and most of the participants were participating in the Congresses
of Accounting higtorians for
the fird time. Most of the
newly-attending  participants
were delegates of Bakan and
Middle East Countries.

The socid ativities
of the congress program
contributed not only to the
increase in the number of the
paticipants, but dso in
encouraging the participants
to attend the sessons of the
congress. Three of the five
evenings of the congress
program were used for the
socid activities, whereas the other 2 were for free time. A Sghtseeing excurson for shopping
was included on the afternoon of the last day of the program.

The number of the papers was gpproximatey 20 in four categories of the Congress
Proceedings. These four categories are relatively important in terms of the direction of world-
wide research on accounting history. The firg
category of 18 papers was development of
accounting in countries. The most important
charecteristic of this category was tha these
papers were generdly presented by the
representatives of the countries which  are
relatively new to the congresses of accounting
higorians. The second caegory was
accounting systems with 19 papers. These
papers genedly andyzed the higtorica The csis uf the Celehratien Progran ofthe 15™ Asniversary of i Acssemy

T belft 1o wiglat aee D J. G Dok, De. B Oirlen, Tir 0, Giveml

de/dopme-]t Of 0|d mCOUﬂtlng WSGT]S. The e R Vasgermseerseh, Dr. Bried, Dr. 5. Walker

Gala Dinner
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third group was financial sector and accounting with 20 papers. These papers were generaly
sent from countries in which accounting practices affect the financid sector. The last category
was governmental accounting, auditing and tax accounting with 20 papers. These papers
gengdly andyzed not only the historical development of governmental accounting, but aso
auditing caried out by governments. Biographies, education, accounting professon,
managerid and cost accounting, auditing, dandardizetion ae seen to be important for
accounting history research since each category had gpproximately ten papers.

Here a few explanations should be made with regard to the high number of the papers
and participants from Turkey. Papers were presented by 39
universties, 20 professond chambers and more than 10 public
indtitutions of Turkey. 318 participants attended the congress. Of the
participants from Turkey 183 were academicians, 90 were members
of professond chambers, 28 were the representatives of public
inditutions and 17 of them were invited guests.

148 of the 318 participants from Turkey were the authors of
the papers. These paticipants ae academicians, members of
professond chambers and employees of public indtitutions.

Some of the important factors that contributed to the increase
in the high paticipation from Turkey were andyzing the Turkish
book-keeping culture in different papers, the genera interest paid to ;
international  accounting activities, the interest of young professional  The s g otasconating bistery
academicians from univerdties which were edtablished in Anaolia  wnd o HirssmnsFsies {Spaia)
and Thrace after the 1982 Universty Reform, strong relaions of these academicians with the
professond chambers in ther regions and the collective studies of the Congress Organizing
Committee not only with universties, but aso public inditutions and professonad chambers
one year before the congress.

Thanks to financid support granted by the Turkish government, approximatey 50
young accounting academicians were invited to the congress. The purpose of this invitation
was to contribute to the increase in numbers of people who will study accounting history in
the future.

In order to demondrate the amount of interest shown by Turkish public ingtitutions
and professona chambers in the congress the
sponsors of the congress should be stated here.
Some of the sponsor inditutions of the congress
were Minigry Of Fnance of the Republic of
Turkey, Minigry of Culture and Tourism of the
Republic of Turkey, Union of Chambers of
Cetified Public  Accountants of  Turkey
(TURMOB), Istanbul Chamber of Swornrin and
Certified Public Accountants, Istanbul Commerce
Chamber, Turkey Is Bank, Akbank, Ziraat Bank
and the Central Bank of the Republic of Turkey.
The gpecia catalog prepared by the Prime
Minisry for Ottoman Archives, about the

End of Congress
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Ottoman Empirés accounting practices, and the specid stamp published specidly by the
Turkish Post Administration should be noted here.

It is left to the discretion of the reader whether the experience of the Istanbul Congress
is important not only in terms of the time interval between world accounting congresses and
conferences, but dso the need to review the distribution of these activities to various parts of
the world.

DE COMPUTIS  Revista Espaiiola de Historia de la Contabilidad

Spanish Journal of Accounting History
No. 9 Diciembre 2008



